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Washington UpdateWashington Update

This month, Hurricane Katrina struck the states of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana, wreaking havoc 
across the entire region and causing substantial flooding, millions of dollars in damages, and a number of fatalities.  
It will be weeks before we know the full magnitude and total impact of the Hurricane and months before some 
communities are rebuilt. My thoughts and prayers are with those who have been affected by the storm.  I would 
like to commend the immediate response by our federal, state, and local emergency management officials, the 
Coast Guard, National Guard, and countless volunteers.  They have done a terrific job of rescuing victims, bringing 
emergency supplies to the area, and organizing clean-up and rebuilding operations. Congress is also poised to help 
by providing additional appropriations to assist FEMA and state efforts.  All of us can support the victims of the 
hurricane by donating to the American Red Cross.  Under the National Emergency Response plan, the Red Cross is 
responsible for providing immediate assistance to victims after an emergency.  You can find contact information 
for our community’s local Red Cross organizations on my website, http://cramer.house.gov.

C

On August 24th and 25th, the Base Realignment and Closure Commission held hearings on the Department of 
Defense's recommendations for Redstone Arsenal and other military installations across the nation.  The BRAC 
Commissioners voted to approve the DoD’s plans to relocate the U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC), United 
States Army Security Assistance Command (USASAC), the Aviation Technical Test Center (ATTC), the U.S. 
Army Space and Missile Defense Command (SMDC), and a significant part of the U.S. Missile Defense Agency 
(MDA) to Redstone.   Cramer said, “This is great news.  I am pleased that the hard work by our community has 
paid off.  North Alabama presented an excellent proposal highlighting Redstone’s strengths and the daily 
contributions people working there make to our national security. I am delighted that the BRAC Commission 
agreed and endorsed the recommendations made by the Department of Defense.” 

District UpdateDistrict Update

Pictured on the right, Representative Cramer joined other Alabama 
officials to announce the creation of the Hudson-Alpha Institute for 
Biotechnology. The Hudson-Alpha Institute for Biotechnology is a 
nonprofit research center that will focus on furthering 
biotechnology research, applications, and ideas.  It will be a part of 
a new 120-acre biotechnology campus in Cummings Research Park 
in Huntsville. Over the past year, Representative Cramer has 
worked with founder Jim Hudson and others at the Hudson-Alpha 
Institute to locate the Institute in North Alabama.  Cramer said, 
“This effort will put Alabama on the cutting-edge in the 
advancement of biotechnology, creating a future for ourselves that 
only a short time ago was a dream.”
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District Update ContinuedDistrict Update Continued

Representative Cramer joined officials from the Tennessee Valley Research and Extension Center in Belle Mina to 
announce a $604,000 grant he secured for precision agriculture research.  Precision agriculture utilizes GPS, GIS, and 
remote sensing technology to help farmers better manage the crops on their property.  This research helps farmers 
differentiate contour, soil composition, and other factors that affect each year’s crop.    Representative Cramer secured 
this funding in the Fiscal Year 2005 Omnibus Appropriations Bill.  He also secured $599,000 in the House-passed FY 
2006 Agriculture Appropriations Act.  The House-passed Agriculture Appropriations Bill must still be approved in an 
upcoming “conference meeting.”

Pictured on the left, Representative Cramer  joined officials from Toyota to 
celebrate the rollout of the first V-6 engine manufactured in North Alabama. 
In 2001, Representative Cramer was a part of the North Alabama economic 
development team that helped convince Toyota to build its engine production 
facility in the North Huntsville Industrial Park. The Toyota production facility 
in North Alabama manufactures V-8 and V-6 engines for the Toyota Tundra 
and Tacoma truck models.  The facility currently employs 500 workers and by 
the end of 2006, will increase the number of employees to over 800.

Representative Cramer also announced this month a $75,000 appropriation he 
secured for the 21st Century Council’s Impact Learning Center to provide-up-
to-date technology, equipment, and materials.  Cramer also commended the 
Center for its community outreach and educational programs such as its self-
defense course and diabetes education program.  Cramer said, “The Impact 
Learning Center truly is a community center.  The people here provide adult 
education services, produce community-wide programs, and other special 
events that benefit the entire area.  I’m pleased that I am able to help the center 
continue its vital work.”

Also this month, Representative Cramer met with officials from the Alabama Technology Network (ATN) in 
Tuscumbia to discuss congressional funding issues facing the ATN and the manufacturing industry.  The Alabama 
Technology Network helps Alabama manufacturers improve their competitiveness through technical and business 
assistance, workforce training, and technology transfer.  There are 10 ATN centers across the state, including centers 
in Tuscumbia and Huntsville.  Over the last eighteen months, the Alabama Technology Network Centers have helped 
manufacturers in the state increase sales by a total of over $100 million and have helped create or save a total of just 
over 2600 jobs.

Representative Cramer also hosted separate luncheons this month to address members of the Huntsville-Madison 
County Chamber of Commerce and the Shoals Chamber of Commerce. Cramer hosts these events annually to 
update Chamber members on his Intelligence and Appropriations Committee assignments, economic development 
efforts, and other issues important to North Alabama.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT HTTP://CRAMER.HOUSE.GOV


